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IAPO adds a voice to the Pain Awareness Month
IAPO has once again joined the effort put in place by the American Chronic Pain
Association to mark the International Pain Awareness Month by adding our voice and
advocating for pain to be regarded as a global health priority, and recognised as a shared
problem amongst all patient communities.
Although chronic pain is an issue that affects a huge and diverse patient population over
many disease areas worldwide as a direct or indirect feature of numerous long-term
diseases, the enormity of the challenges it causes are often under-appreciated globally.
Thus, as an organization that remains focused on addressing the common needs of all
patients communities, we fully support this campaign.
As an effort to mark the month, we are re-publishing our policy briefing on pain
management through which we provide an overview of the global policies in place

regarding pain management, and highlight advocacy strategies in raising understanding
and awareness within the general public.
We hope the month will facilitate more public dialogue about the importance of addressing
the needs of those living with chronic pain globally.

Read IAPO's policy briefing

Inside Out Campaign for Pain Awareness Month
One of the challenges of living with pain is getting others to understand what it is we go
through every time. But, perhaps we can bring their attention to the pain that lives
within. IAPO member, American Chronic Pain Association is leading the Inside Out
Campaign which calls on everyone to help generate awareness by wearing at least one
piece of clothing INSIDE OUT on any Friday during September Pain Awareness Month.
People will ask you why you are doing this---the perfect opportunity to talk about the
importance of the topic.

Read More

Painaustralia to develop a National Strategic Action Plan for
Chronic Pain Management
To mark International Pain Awareness Month, Painaustralia share the highlights of their
efforts of increasing awareness around chronic pain in Australia by ensuring that pain is
better understood and better managed to reduce Australia’s current pain burden. They are
doing this through championing a national approach to addressing pain.

Read More

Raising awareness on Chronic Pain is a message for everyone
As part of Chronic Pain Ireland's efforts to mark International Pain Awareness Month,
Chair Deirdre Ryan shares how they are striving to advocate at local, national and

European levels for improvement of life for those living with pain.

Read More

IAPO CEO, Kawaldip Sehmi (2nd left)

8th APEC High-Level Meeting on health & the economy
IAPO CEO, Kawaldip Sehmi, recently represented IAPO at the 8th APEC High-Level
Meeting on Health & the Economy in Papua New Guinea. Although the forum is dedicated
to regional economic integration, this year it focused on health because “without health,
there is no wealth, and without healthy populations, there is no economic prosperity". He
shares the event's main takeaways with us.

Read more

Dr. Yasmin Rashid during her political engagements

IAPO member is appointed health minister in Pakistan
We would like to congratulate IAPO member, Dr Yasmin Rashid, Secretary General of
Thalassaemia Society of Pakistan for her appointment as Health Minister for Punjab
Province, Pakistan. Dr. Yasmin who recently spoke at IAPO’s 8th Global Patients
Congress highlighted the need for patients to super-charge their advocacy approaches by
stepping into politics in order to influence policy.

Read More

A patient's story on what happens after taking part in a clinical
trial
This educational webinar was organized by IAPO member FindMeCure Foundation and
Chronic Pain Ireland as a part of the Pain Awareness Month. The webinar addressed how
new drugs are being tested and approved, how to have access to them, what rights and
obligations patients have and what happens after the clinical trial is completed. The
webinar also presented a chance to get a real perspective from a patient who took part in
a clinical trial.

Watch the webinar

Patient Solidarity Day 2017

Patient Solidarity Day 2018 will be launching soon
We will soon be launching the Patient Solidarity Day (PSD) 2018 campaign. In preparation
for this, we invite you to take a look at the PSD 2017 campaign highlights where we had
the highest number of supporters since the campaign began in 2011, with patient
advocates from all over the world holding activities to mark the day.

Read More

Upcoming Events and Days
Pain Awareness Month - 1- 30 September

71st Session of the WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia - 3-7 September
68th Session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe - 17 - 20 September
The NCD Care Continuum: Taking Multi-Sectoral Action to Advance Management of
NCDs - 25 September
Launch of the White Paper on Circulatory Health - 25 September
3rd UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs - 27 September
42nd World Hospital Congress 10 -12 October
(Please send any other upcoming events and days that would be relevant to the IAPO
network to rachel@iapo.org.uk)
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